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Call to Commitment 
 
Whereas the Bible.... 
 

Directs all people everywhere to… 
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with  

all your mind” and to “Love your neighbor as yourself.”   – Matthew 23:37-39; 
 

Directs members of the body of Christ to… 
“Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father  

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything 
 I have commanded you.”     – Matthew 28:19-20; 

 
Teaches members of the body of Christ to heed the words… 

“Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: 
 to look after orphans and widows in their distress  

and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.”  – James 1:27; 
 
Strategic Angel Care, Inc. has been formed for the purpose of reaching the orphan and hurting children of 
Russia by sharing the message and love of Jesus Christ, bringing humanitarian aid, and discipleship as we build 
long term relationships.  SAC wants participants to be committed to being a servant of Christ and to… 
 

“Give preference to one another in honor” – Romans 12:10; 
 

“Let each of you regard one another as more important than himself” – Philippians 2:3; 
 

“Through Love serve one another” – Galatians 5:13 
 

Statement of Faith 
 

1. The sole basis of our belief is the Bible, God’s word written without error and the sole authority over 
matters of faith.  

2. There is one true God, eternally existing in three persons – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
3. Jesus Christ is God who became flesh, the living Word, and was born of a virgin.  He lived a sinless life, 

performed supernatural miracles, and took upon himself the sins of all mankind.  He rose from the dead 
in the same body, though glorified, in which He lived and died.   

4. Man was created in the image of God and did not evolve from something less than human.  By nature, 
man is corrupted and sinful, unable to please God.  Every man is in need of salvation.  

5. The salvation of man is wholly a work of God’s free grace and is not the work, in whole or in part, of 
human works or goodness or religious ceremony.  That when a man repents of his sin and turns by faith 
to Christ, he receives the Holy Spirit and is saved by grace, never to lose his salvation.  

6. The Holy Spirit has come into the world to reveal and glorify Christ to apply the saving work of Christ to 
all men. 

7. That there is a literal heaven and hell; that the power of prayer can affect and change lives; and in the 
priesthood of the believer, that all Christians have direct access to God.  
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01 I PREAMBLE & ALLEGORY 
1:1 PREAMBLE 

 
THE SAC ORPHANS MINISTRY presents this summary of our major positions 

in order to: record our stance on doctrinal matters, guard our thoughts 

from theological error, protect our decisions from cultural sway, and guide 

our actions on matters of faith. 

 
We look to the Word of God and the God of the Word as our highest 

authority. Therefore, we affirm the following statements of faith in our 

mission to spread authentic Christianity around the world. To this end, THE 

SAC ORPHANS MINISTRY seeks to share these truths by being both 

practical and relevant to a world in need of truth. 

 
We believe that to support governing authorities is right ... unless their 

demands conflict with God's Truth as revealed in the Bible. If such conflict 

arises between God and government, we will submit to God, who is 

supreme. THE SAC ORPHANS MINISTRY stands with the scriptural 

standard: "We must obey God rather than human beings!" (Acts 5:29). 
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01 I  PREAMBLE & ALLEGORY 
1:2  AN ALLEGORY OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
Before there were cities or states or countries, there was a Creator. 

This Creator brought into being the universe and all that is in it. His last 

creation was His greatest, the  human being. The Creator  then placed 

human life over all other life to be a steward of  His creation. At  this time, 

only Right and Truth and Good existed in the world. And, "God saw alt that 

he had made, and it was very good" (Genesis 1:31}. 

In the place where the Creator fashioned the first man and woman, 

He prohibited only one act. Yet this first couple deliberately disobeyed this 

one command. As a consequence, they were sent away from the peaceful, 

perfect world in which they had been placed. Now there existed not only 

Right, Truth, and Good, but also Wrong, Lies, and Evil (Genesis 4:7}. 

People began increasing in number. Eventually, they created 

organizations in the form of governments. Most governments created laws 

with the intent of prioritizing Right, Truth, and Good. These laws were 

designed to help people live in harmony as in the beginning when only the 

Author of Good governed (1 Peter 2:13-14}. 

Over time, conflict arose as "certain people" sought to prioritize 

human laws over the Creator's laws. They created a belief system in 

government as the supreme authority in an effort to make people submit to 

government over God. Religious freedom was then challenged when all 

people had to choose between the laws of government in opposition to the 

laws of God ... even though the Bible says, "Woe to those who make unjust 

laws" (Isaiah 10:1}. 

In this belief system, unjust laws advocated that there are no moral 

absolutes-no absolute Truth, no absolute Wrong. Government without 

God asserted that all truth is relative and merely subject to interpretation. 
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Thus, everyone could decide any matter based on their own beliefs. 

However, the Word of God gave this additional warning, "Woe to those who 

call evil good and good evil, who put darkness  for  light and  light  for darkness, who 

put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter" (Isaiah 5:20). 
 

Yet God provided the way to restore people to what He originally 

created them to be. The Word of God states that absolute Right and Wrong 

does exist. Thus, everyone can know what is Right ... and what is Wrong. 

The God of the Bible even reveals, "/ will put my laws in their hearts, and I will 

write them on their minds" (Hebrews 10:16). 
 

But the Bible presents this predicament, "We all, like sheep, have gone 

astray, each of us has turned to our own way; and the LORD has laid on him the 

iniquity of us all" (Isaiah 53:6). Undeniably, all wayward sheep need a 

shepherd. 

 
Therefore, the Bible presents the solution. The way God provided for 

complete restoration is through the Good Shepherd, who said, "/ am the way, 

the truth, and the life. No one  comes  to  the  Father  except  through me"        (John 14:6). 
 

Those who accept the Good Shepherd will be saved and restored 

and follow His voice of truth. For He said, "Everyone on the side of truth 

listens to me" (John 18:37). 

 
This is the Good Shepherd who laid down His life for the sheep 

(John 10:11). This is the Good Shepherd whose name is Jesus. 
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02 I DOCTRINAL BELIEFS 
THE BIBLE 
• We believe the Holy Bible is the infallible Word of God-entirely without 

error based on the original handwritten documents. (See Proverbs 30:5.) 

• We believe God divinely inspired human beings to write all the words in 

the Bible, the 66 books of the Old and New Testaments, to express His 

authoritative revelation to the world. (See 2 Peter 1:21.) 

• We believe the Bible provides the principles for our faith and practice, 

revealing how to live our lives. (See 2 Timothy 3:16-17.) 

GOD 
• We believe there is only one living and true God, the all-powerful 

Creator, Supreme Ruler, and Sustainer of the Universe. (See 

Deuteronomy 4:39; Psalm 90:2; Nehemiah 9:6.) 

• We believe the eternally existing God is revealed in three persons as the 

Trinity: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, each 

equally and fully deity and each equally possessing all the attributes and 

characteristics of personality-mind, will, and emotion. (See Matthew 

28:19.) 

• We believe no God exists apart from the eternal God of the Bible. He 

alone possesses natural attributes unique to the nature of God (e.g., God 

is always omniscient, omnipotent, and omnipresent). At the same time, 

He possesses moral attributes revealing the character of God (e.g., God 

is always wise, loving, and faithful). (See Jeremiah 9:24; 1 John 4:8; 

Isaiah 46:9-11.) 

JESUS CHRIST 
• We believe Jesus Christ is God the Son and Savior of the World. He 

became flesh through His miraculous conception by the Holy Spirit and 
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His virgin birth. He is, therefore, perfect deity and perfect humanity, which 

are fully united and exhibited in one person. (See Matthew 1:18; Luke 2:11; 

John 1:1-3, 14; 4:42; John 1:18.} 

• We believe He lived a sinless life and voluntarily paid the penalty for the 

sins of all people by His sacrificial death on the cross as our substitute. 

(See 1 John 2:2.} 

• We believe in His bodily resurrection, His ascension into heaven, His 

present ministry as High Priest and Mediator, and His future role as Judge 

of all humanity. (See Mark 16:6; Acts 1:9; Hebrews 4:15; John 5:22.} 

THE HOLY SPIRIT 
• We believe the Holy Spirit is God, whose present ministry in the world is to 

reveal and glorify Christ and to convict and draw sinners to Christ. (See 

John 16:14; Acts 5:3-4; John 16:8.} 

• We believe His present ministry within Christians is to regenerate, baptize, 

and seal them into the body of Christ and impart spiritual gifts  to each of 

them. (See 1 Corinthians 12:4, 7-11; Titus 3:5; Ephesians 1:13- 14.} 

• We believe His permanent, indwelling presence within Christians 

empowers them to live godly lives. (See Galatians 5:16; 1 Corinthians 

6:19.} 

CREATION 
• We believe God created all things by His almighty power. (See Hebrews 11:3.} 

• We believe the Genesis account of creation is to be understood historically 

and literally, not allegorically or figuratively. (See Genesis chapters 1 and 

2.) 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2B16%3A6&amp;version=102
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2B16%3A6&amp;version=102
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%2B1%3A9&amp;version=102
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%2B1%3A9&amp;version=102
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians%2B5%3A16&amp;version=102
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians%2B5%3A16&amp;version=102
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• We believe all three members of the triune God participated in the 

Creation. (See Genesis 1:1-2; Revelation 4:11; Colossians 1:16.) 

HUMANITY 
• We believe all people everywhere are created in the image of God. (See 

Genesis 1:27.) 

• We believe Adam, the first man, sinned and as a result, all people 

inherited a natural bent to sin and thus are spiritually dead. (See Psalm 

51:5; Romans 3:23; Romans 5:12.) 

• We believe God offers salvation and the gift of eternal life to all people 

through the Lord Jesus Christ, and He desires that no one should perish. 

(See 2 Peter 3:9; Romans 6:23.) 

SALVATION 
• We believe God saves people from the penalty of sin when they entrust 

their lives to Jesus Christ alone, receiving Him as their personal Lord and 

Savior. This salvation is a result not of good works, but of God's grace-a 

gift no one deserves-when they put their faith in Jesus Christ. (See 

Romans 10:9; Acts 4:12; Ephesians 2:8-9.) 

• We believe God saves people from the  power  of sin by giving  them a 

new heart, a new spirit, and a new way of behaving. (See Ezekiel 36:26- 

27; Romans 7:21-25; Philippians 2:12-13.) 

• We believe God saves people from the presence of sin, where in heaven 

Christians will be like Christ and where He will  keep  them  eternally 

secure. (See John 10:28; Hebrews 9:26; 1 John 3:2.) 

THE CHRISTIAN WALK 
• We believe Christians sin and are, therefore, called to confess their sins 

to God-not for salvation, since they are already saved, but to regain a 

clear conscience before God and to not give Satan a foothold in their 
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lives. {See Psalm 32:3-5; 1 John 1:8-9.) 
 

• We believe God calls all  Christians  to  live holy lives through  the power   of 

the indwelling Holy Spirit. {See Galatians 2:20; 1 Thessalonians 4:7; Galatians 

5:16.) 

• We believe Christians are called to love  one  another  as  Christ  loves them so 

that everyone will know they are His disciples. {See John 13:34 

-35; Romans 13:8.) 
 
THE CHURCH 
• We believe the church, "the body of Christ," is composed of all those who 

have put their faith in Christ. {See Colossians 1:18; 1 Corinthians 12:27.) 

• We believe baptism is a symbol of identification with the death, burial, and 

resurrection of Christ. {See Acts 10:47-48; 1 Corinthians 1:17; Romans 6:3-

5.) 

• We believe all Christians should assemble regularly in local churches for 

worship, for observing the ordinances of baptism and the Lord's Supper, for 

mutual encouragement and discipline, and for carrying out God's purpose 

in this world. {See Matthew 18:15-17; 1 Corinthians 11:23-24; Hebrews 

10:24-25.) 

THE FUTURE 
• We believe in the imminent, personal, visible return of Christ to inaugurate 

His kingdom in which He will reign in power and glory for 1,000 years. {See 

Revelation 20:6.) 

• We believe in the resurrection of both the saved and the lost, resulting in 

the everlasting, conscious, blessed state of the saved and the everlasting, 

conscious punishment of the unsaved. {See Matthew 25:31- 32, 34, 41, 46; 

Revelation 20:12-13, 15; Revelation 20:12.) 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians%2B5%3A16&amp;version=102
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians%2B5%3A16&amp;version=102


 9 

 
 
 

01 I  PREAMBLE & AllEGORY 

02 I  DOCTRINAL BELIEFS 

03 I  SANCTITY OF LIFE 

04 I  MARRIAGE & HUMAN                              
.       SEXUALITY 

05 I  PROSPERITY THEOLOGY 

06 I  APPLICATION  
 

• We believe in the second coming of Christ, the rapture of believers- both 

the living and the dead-and the establishment of a new order  within a new 

heaven and new earth. (See Isaiah 65:17; Acts 1:11; 1 Thessalonians 4:17; 

Revelation 21:1-4.) 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%2B1%3A11&amp;version=102
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%2B1%3A11&amp;version=102
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%2BThessalonians%2B4%3A17&amp;version=102
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%2BThessalonians%2B4%3A17&amp;version=102
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%2BThessalonians%2B4%3A17&amp;version=102
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%2BThessalonians%2B4%3A17&amp;version=102
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%2BThessalonians%2B4%3A17&amp;version=102
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%2BThessalonians%2B4%3A17&amp;version=102
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03 I SANCTITY OF LIFE 
3:1 PREAMBLE 
• We believe that all matters of faith and conduct must be evaluated on 

the basis of the Holy Bible {the "Bible" and the "Scriptures"), which is our 

infallible guide. Since the Bible speaks directly to creation and human 

life, it is imperative that we correctly understand and articulate what the 

Bible teaches on these matters. {See 2 Timothy 3:16-17.) 

• We believe that God created humankind in His image, though currently 

flawed by sin, and designed humanity to be stewards of all creation. 

God, in His infinite sovereignty, uniquely formed human beings and gave 

them a special dignity, personal freedom, and individual accountability 

above all the works of creation. {See Genesis 1:26.) 

• We believe that human life begins at conception and human beings have 

been made to be in relationship with God, who created each person's 

inmost being, knit together in the mother's womb. As God's individual, 

personal creation, each person is awesomely and wonderfully made. 

God has planned and ordained all the days of every person's life-even 

before a single day began. {See Psalm 139:13-14, 16.) 
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3:2 I RELIGIOUS BELIEFS BASED ON BIBLICAL 
STATEMENTS 
Based on the truths recorded in the Bible that have been embraced and 

taught throughout the centuries, we believe in the following core truths: 

Human life begins at conception. 
 

• From the moment of conception until natural death, every human life is 

sacred because every human life has been created by God. {See Isaiah 

44:24.) 

Human life before conception is designed by God for a specific purpose. 
 

• From the moment of conception, every human life must be recognized, 

respected, and protected as having the rights of a person and the 

irrevocable right to life. {See Jeremiah 1:5.) 

Human life is created in the image of God. 
 

• The right to life of every unborn human being is inherent by virtue of 

being created in the image of God. {See Genesis 1:27.) 

Human life is precious and deserves to be saved. 
 

• All life is precious. Therefore, deliberately terminating human life after 

conception is a sin against God for which individuals are held 

accountable. Extremely rare situations exist where saving the life of the 

mother can result in losing the life of the baby. However, this is a matter 

of trying to save one life or two lives, as opposed to causing the death of 

one or both. {See Proverbs 11:30.) 

Human life must be protected and defended from conception to natural 

death. 

• We are ethically bound to defend all human life from destruction, 

whether by surgical abortion or use of drugs, devices, or procedures 

with the intent of terminating human life. {See Proverbs 24:11-12.) 
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Human life must be publicly and peacefully proclaimed as sacred. 
 

• Those who make up the Christian church, including and led by Christian 

ministers and ministries, should be public witnesses regarding the 

intrinsic and irrevocable dignity of all human life, from conception to 

natural death. (See Deuteronomy 30:19.) 

Human life at conception defies that a fetus is just a "mass of tissue." 
 

• According to the Bible, a fetus is not merely  a  mass  of  tissue. God's 

Word does not distinguish between a "potential baby" and a "newborn 

baby." In the Bible, the same Greek  word brephos,  which means  "babe," 

is used to describe both a fetus and a newborn baby. Fetus: (See Luke 

1:41.); Babies: (See Luke 18:15.) 

Human life at conception negates that females have the right to choose 

abortion by asserting, "It's her body!" 

• A woman should have rights over her own body, but in pregnancy there 

are at least two different bodies, two different heartbeats, two different 

brain wave patterns, two different genetic codes (DNA), and often two 

different genders and blood types. Every woman has choices within her 

own life, but not the freedom to destroy the life of a developing human 

being within her. (See Deuteronomy 32:6.) 

Human life is unique from all other forms of life. 
 

• A human being is defined as a member of the species Homo sapiens. 

All human beings have their own genetic codes (DNA),  singularly 

unique and established at conception. The DNA of a human fetus is 

distinct not only from animals, fowls, and fish, but also from the  

mother's DNA. (See 1 Corinthians 15:39.) 
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3:3 I EARLY CHURCH FATHERS 
STATEMENTS 
Barnabas, (AD 74} Letter19 

"Thou shalt not slay the child by procuring abortion; nor, again, shalt 
thou destroy it after it is born." 

 
Tertullian (ca. AD 155-240}, De Anima 26.5 

"Thus, you read the word of God, spoken to Jeremiah: 'Before I formed thee 
in the womb, I knew thee.' If God forms us in the womb, He also breathes 
on us as He did in the beginning: 'And God formed man and breathed into 
him the breath of life.' Nor could God have known man in the womb unless 
he were a whole man. 'And before thou earnest forth from the womb, I 
sanctified thee.'Was it, then, a dead body at that stage? Surely it was not, for 
'God is the God of the living and not the dead.'[Mark 12:27; Luke 
20:38]." 

 
Tertullian (AD 155-240}, Apologia, cap 25, line 42 

"It is not permissible for us to destroy the seed by means of illicit 
manslaughter once it has been conceived in the womb, so long as 
blood remains in the person." 

 
John Chrysostom (AD 347-407}, Homily 24 on Romans 

"Why sow where the ground makes it its care to destroy the fruit? 
Where there are many efforts at abortion? Where there is  murder 
before the birth? ... Why then do thou abuse the gift of God, and fight 
with His laws, and follow after what is a curse as if a blessing, and make 
the place of procreation a chamber for murder, and arm the woman  
that was given for childbearing unto slaughter?" 

 
Augustine (AD 354-430}, De Nube et Concupiscentia1.17 (15) 

"This lustful cruelty, or; if you please, cruel lust, resorts to such 
extravagant methods as to use poisonous drugs to secure barrenness; 
or else, if unsuccessful in this, to destroy the conceived seed by some 
means previous to birth, preferring that its offspring  should  rather 
perish than receive vitality; or if it was advancing to life within  the 
womb, should be slain before it was born." 

 
Augustine  (AD 354-430}, Sermon 126, line 12 

"Therefore brothers, you see how perverse they are and hastening 
wickedness, who are immature, they seek abortion of the conception 
before the birth; they are those who tell us, 'I do not see that which you 
say must be believed."' 
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3:4 I MULTINATIONAL PROCLAMATIONS 
GLOBAL IMPACT 
The Oxford English Dictionary states that abortion is "the procuring of 
premature delivery so as to destroy offspring." 

Hippocrates (460 BC-370 BC), as written in The Hippocratic Oath (400 BC) 
"The regimen I adopt shall be  for  the benefit  of  my patients  according to my 
ability and judgment, and not for their  hurt  or  for  any  wrong.  I will give no 
deadly drug to any, though it be asked of me, nor will I counsel such, and 
especially I will not aid a woman to procure abortion." (See Job 10:8-9, 12) 

 
Mother Teresa of Calcutta (1910-1997), National Prayer Breakfast, 
Washington, DC (February 3,1994) 

"I feel that the greatest destroyer  of  peace today is abortion      It is 
really a war against the child, a direct killing of the innocent child, 
murder by the mother herself. And if we accept that a mother can kill 
even her own child, how can we tell other people not to kill one 
another? ... By abortion, the mother does not learn to love, but kills 
even her own child to solve her problems    Any country that accepts 
abortion is not teaching people to love, but to use any violence to get 
what they want. This is why the greatest destroyer of love and peace is 
abortion." (See Jeremiah 22:3) 

 
Dr. Jerome Lejeune (1926-1994), M.D., Ph.D., Father of Modern Genetics 
and Professor at Rene Descartes University of Paris Faculty of Medicine 

"If a fertilized egg is not by itself a full human being, it could never 
become a man, because something would have to be added to it, and 
we know that does not happen." 

'The enemies of life know that to destroy Christian civilization, they must 
first destroy the family at its weakest point-the child. And among the 
weakest, they must choose the least protected of all-the child who has 
never been seen; the child who is not yet known or loved in the usual 
meaning of the word; who has not yet seen the light of day, who 
cannot even cry out in distress." (See Isaiah 44:2) 

 

3:5 I OFFICIAL CHURCH STATEMENTS 
 

LUTHERAN CHURCH-MISSOURI SYNOD 
What About ....... Abortion-Excerpts 
Our church's explanation of the Small Catechism puts the matter well 
when it says, 'The living but unborn are persons in the sight of God from 
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the time of conception. Since abortion takes a human life, it is not a moral 
option except to prevent the death of another person, the mother." The sin 
of willfully aborting a child, except in those very rare situations where it 
may be necessary to save the life of the mother, is a sinful act, totally 
contrary to the will of God. 

 
Since 1973, abortions have been legal in the United States. Abortion remains a 
sin against God, whether or not it is legal in our society; therefore, "We must obey 
God rather than human beings!"(Acts 5:29). 

 
A personal decision is not necessarily a private decision. The church and the 
church's ministers, have God-given responsibilities to warn, exhort, and rebuke 
from the Word of God with all authority. "Preach the word; be prepared in season 
and out of season;  correct, rebuke and encourage with great patience and careful 
instruction"(2 Timothy 4:2). 

 
The church is very concerned when Christians make decisions that are 
contrary to the Word of God and thus place themselves outside the will of 
God. Living in a state of unrepentant sin is a very serious situation. Thus, the 
church must warn its members against the temptations of abortions. 
Furthermore, the church needs to speak out against the sin of abortion, 
since it is widely presented in our culture as perfectly acceptable. 

 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 
6th General Assembly, 1978, Appendix 0-Excerpts 
Abortion is in distinction from miscarriage, and is the intentional killing of 
an unborn child between conception and birth. The moral question raised 
in any abortion is whether the life of the unborn child is included in the 
biblical teaching respecting the sanctity of life. The special protection God 
gives to human life is founded upon His making man "in His own 
image"(Genesis 1:26-27). 

 
What we see revealed in Scripture is a marvelous truth, often expressed in 
doxological language, that there is a continuity of the individual man from 
"before the foundation of the world" into eternity. (See Psalm 139; Isaiah 
44:2; 49:5; Hosea 12:3; Luke 1:24-56) 

 
In Psalm 51:5, the continuity extends back to the actual time of conception. "Behold, 
I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin my mother conceived me." 

 
The point of continuity is David's humanness even at conception. To speak 
of oneself at conception in terms of personal sinfulness is to affirm one's 
humanity. 
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Our obedience to the Word of God leaves us with no option regarding how 
we perceive the unborn child. He is a person, providentially given and cared 
for by God, with uninterrupted continuity into post-natal life. There are 
many explicit and implicit passages of Scripture that further support this 
conclusion. 

 
We are not given unlimited or autonomous sovereignty over our own 
bodies or the bodies of others. (See 1 Corinthians 6:15) 

 
Scripture repeatedly affirms the joy and blessing of conception, while 
barrenness is seen as a curse. God's involvement with the unborn child has 
already been mentioned. We are even told that John the Baptist was "filled 
with the Holy Spirit, while yet in his mother's womb"(Luke 1:15). 

 
These and many other references are adequately set forth in other studies. 

 
Although there has been much discussion of when life begins, the scientific 
community does not seem to have much doubt on this issue. The question is 
usually raised to obscure the real issue, namely, that abortion is the 
intentional killing of a living unborn child. The conclusion of the First 
International Conference on Abortion held in Washington, D.C., in October 
of 1967, was that no point in time could be found between the union of 
sperm and egg and the birth of the infant which could not be considered 
human life. 

 
It must be pointed out here that this developing baby is a separate but 
dependent new life with its own chromosomal pattern and at no stage of 
development can be considered as an appendage or part of the mother's 
own body. Physiologically it is the baby that determines the development 
of the pregnancy not the mother. The baby, however, is highly dependent 
upon its mother for protection and nourishment. 

 
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 
Catechism of the Catholic Church-Excerpts 
2270-Human life must be respected and protected absolutely from the 
moment of conception. From the first moment of his existence, a human 
being must be recognized as having the rights of a person-among which 
is the inviolable right of every innocent being to life. (See Jeremiah 1:5; 
Psalm 139:15) 

 
2271-Since the first century the Church has affirmed the moral evil of every 
procured abortion. This teaching has not changed and remains unchangeable. 
Direct abortion, that is to say, abortion willed either as an end or a means, is 
gravely contrary to the moral law: "You shall not kill the embryo  by abortion 
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out in a manner worthy of themselves. Life must be protected with the 
utmost care from the moment of conception: abortion and infanticide are 
abominable crimes." 

 
2272-Formal cooperation in an abortion constitutes a grave offense. The 
Church attaches the canonical penalty of excommunication to this crime 
against human life: "A person who procures a completed abortion incurs 
excommunication latae sententiae," "by the very commission of the 
offense," and subject to the conditions provided by Canon Law. The 
Church does not thereby intend to restrict the scope of mercy. Rather, she 
makes clear the gravity of the crime committed, the irreparable harm done 
to the innocent who is put to death, as well as to the parents and the whole 
of society. 

 
2273-The inalienable right to life of every innocent human individual is 
a constitutive element of a civil society and its legislation: 'The 
inalienable rights of the person must be recognized and respected by civil 
society and the political authority. These human rights depend neither on 
single individuals nor on parents; nor do they represent a concession 
made by society and the state; they belong to human nature and are 
inherent in the person by virtue of the creative act from which the person 
took his origin. Among such fundamental rights one should mention in 
this regard every human being's right to life and physical integrity from 
the moment of conception until death." 'The moment a positive law 
deprives a category of human beings of the protection which civil 
legislation ought to accord them, the state is denying the equality of all 
before the law. When the state does not place its power at the service of the 
rights of each citizen, and in particular of the more vulnerable, the very 
foundations of a state based on law are undermined As a 
consequence of the respect and protection 
which must be ensured for the unborn child from the moment of 
conception, the law must provide appropriate penal sanctions for every 
deliberate violation of the child's rights." 

 
2274-Since it must be treated from conception as a person, the embryo 
must be defended in its integrity, cared for, and healed, as far as possible, 
like any other human being. Prenatal diagnosis is morally licit, "if it respects 
the life and integrity of the embryo and the human fetus and is directed 
toward its safe guarding or healing as an individual ..... It is gravely opposed 
to the moral law when this is done with the thought of possibly inducing an 
abortion, depending upon the results: a diagnosis must not be the equivalent 
of a death sentence." 
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improvement of its condition of health, or its individual survival."... "It is 
immoral to produce human embryos  intended  for exploitation as 
disposable biological material." "Certain attempts to  influence 
chromosomic or genetic inheritance are not therapeutic but are aimed at 
producing human beings selected according to sex or other predetermined 
qualities. Such manipulations are contrary to the personal dignity of the 
human being and his integrity and identity," which are unique and 
unrepeatable. 

 
In Brief 
2318-(See Job 12:10}. 

 
2319-Every human life, from the moment of conception until death, is 
sacred because the human person has been willed for its own sake in the 
image and likeness of the living and holy God. 

 
2320-The murder of a human being is gravely contrary to the dignity of 
the person and the holiness of the Creator. 

 
2322-From its conception, the child has the right to life. Direct abortion, 
that is, abortion willed as an end or as a means, is a "criminal" practice (GS 
27 3), gravely contrary to the moral law. The Church imposes the 
canonical penalty of excommunication for this crime against human life. 

 
2323-Because it should be treated as a person from conception, the 
embryo must be defended in its integrity, cared for, and healed like every 
other human being. 

 
SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION 
Southern Baptist Resolutions, 2015: non the Sanctity of Human Life"- 
Excerpts 
WHEREAS, Biblical revelation clearly and consistently affirms that human 
life is formed by God in His image and is therefore worthy of honor and 
dignity. (See Genesis 1:27; Genesis 9:6} 

 
WHEREAS, God alone is the Author of life and He alone numbers our days, 
from the moment of conception until natural death. (See Psalm 39:4} 

 
WHEREAS, The Bible commands us to honor our parents and the aged. 
(See Exodus 20:12; Leviticus 19:32} 

 
WHEREAS, The Baptist Faith & Message (2000} affirms that "children, from 
the moment of conception, are a blessing and heritage from the Lord" and 
calls us to "speak on behalf of the unborn and contend for the sanctity of 
all human life from conception to natural death"; and 
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WHEREAS, Legislation or court rulings have effectively legalized physician- 
assisted suicide in several states and additional states are considering 
similar action; and 

 
WHEREAS, Recent federal directives seek to compel religious organizations 
to provide coverage for abortifacient technologies and services; now, 
therefore, be it 

 
RESOLVED, That the messengers to the Southern Baptist Convention 
meeting in Columbus, Ohio, June 16-17, 2015, affirm the dignity and 
sanctity of human life at all stages of development, from conception to 
natural death; and be it further 

 
RESOLVED, That we reaffirm our repudiation of the genocide of legalized 
abortion in the United States and call on civil authorities to enact laws that 
defend the lives of the unborn; and be it further 

 
RESOLVED, That we welcome and commend legislation that ensures that 
all mothers will be fully informed by medical providers of the life 
development of their unborn children; and be it further 

 
RESOLVED, That we call on our fellow citizens of good will to collaborate 
with us on behalf of justice, the protection of human life, and the cause of 
human flourishing; and be it further 

 
RESOLVED, That we encourage Southern Baptists to continue and to 
expand their local ministries that care for and protect the unborn, the 
vulnerable, and the aged; and be it further 

 
RESOLVED, That we call on Southern Baptist churches and entities to show 
the love of Christ through appropriate means to those women most 
vulnerable to the victimization of the abortion industry, and to show grace 
and mercy to those individuals who grieve with repentance over past 
abortions; and be it further 

 
RESOLVED, That we call on our churches and all believers to care for the 
elderly among us, to show them honor and dignity, and to prayerfully 
support and counsel those who are providing end-of-life care for the aged, 
the terminally ill, and the chronically infirmed. 
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04 I MARRIAGE & HUMAN SEXUALITY 
PREAMBLE 
• We believe that all matters of faith and conduct  must  be  evaluated  on  

the basis of the Holy Bible {the "Bible" and the "Scriptures"), which is our 

infallible guide. Since the Bible does speak  to  the  nature  of  human 

beings and their sexuality, it is imperative  that the members  of the Board 

of Directors, employees, and volunteers {the "Representatives") of our 

ministry correctly understand and articulate what the Bible teaches  on 

these matters. {See 2 Timothy 3:16-17.) 
 

• We believe that God has ordained and created marriage to exist 

between one man and one woman, with absolute marital fidelity. We are 

committed to the home and family as set forth in the Scriptures. We 

believe the Bible sets forth specific home and family values, which 

include the distinct roles of husbands and wives, fathers and mothers, as 

well as children. It is our firm conviction that we uphold the dignity of 

each individual as we embrace the unchanging and longstanding 

principles of scriptural truth. The Bible says of God ... {See Psalm 119:4.) 
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4:2 I RELIGIOUS BELIEFS BASED ON BIBLICAL 
POSITIONS 
Based on the Bible and the traditional moral teaching of the universal 

Christian Church throughout the centuries, our ministry believes in the 

following core truths: 

MarriageWe believe God designed marriage to be the permanent, 

exclusive, complete, and conjugal "one flesh" union of one man and one 

woman. In this marriage union, the two are joined together with the unique 

potential of creating a biological family, which binds father, mother, and 

child together for the moral, spiritual, and public good. {See Genesis 2:18, 

24; Matthew 19:4-6; Mark 10:6-9; Ephesians 5:31; 1 Timothy 3:2; Titus 1:6; 

Matthew 19:4-5.) 
 
Sexual ImmoralityWe believe that sexual acts outside marriage are 

prohibited and considered sinful. Consequently, our Representatives must 

resist and refrain from any and all sexual acts outside marriage between one 

man and one woman-including but not limited to adultery, fornication, 

incest, zoophilia, bestiality, pornography, prostitution, voyeurism, 

pedophilia, exhibitionism, sodomy, polygamy, polyamory, sologamy, or 

same-sex sexual acts. {See Exodus 20:14; Leviticus 18:7-23; 20:10-21; 

Deuteronomy 5:18; Matthew 5:27-28; 15:19; Romans 1:26-27; 1 

Corinthians 6:9-13; Galatians 5:19; Ephesians 4:18-19; Colossians 3:5; 1 

Thessalonians 4:3; Hebrews 13:4.) 
 
Gender Identity-We believe that God created humanity in His image: male 

{man) and female {woman)-collectively called "gender" -sexually different 

but with equal personal dignity. Consequently, our Representatives must 

affirm their own biological gender from birth and refrain from any and all 

attempts to physically alter or conflict with their predominant, biological 

sexual identity as naturally born-including, but not limited to, elective sex 

reassignment, transvestite or transgender acts, or non-binary {asexual or 

gender fluid) conduct. {See Genesis 1:26-28; Romans 1:26-32; Genesis 1 NLT.)
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Sexual Orientation-We believe that the Bible describes appropriate sexual orientation 

as sexual attraction and conduct only toward someone of the opposite gender. 

Therefore, our Representatives are to refrain from any and all same-sex sexual acts. 

(See Genesis 19:4-7; Leviticus  18:22;  20:13; Judges 19:22-23; Romans 13:14; 1 

Corinthians 6:9-11; Romans 1:21, 24, 26-27.) 

 
Sexual Redemption-We believe that "all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 

God" (Romans 3:23) and should seek redemption through confession, repentance, 

faith in Jesus Christ, and obedience to the principles of the Bible. Consequently, 

our Representatives should treat with respect, compassion, and sensitivity all who 

confess sexually immoral acts, including same-sex acts, and who are also refraining 

from sexual immorality and conforming their behavior to this Statement of Faith. 

(See Romans 3:23 

-24; 1 Corinthians 10:13; Ephesians 2:1-5; 2:8-10; Hebrews 2:17-18; 4:14- 

16; James 1:25; 5:19-20; 1 Corinthians 6:9, 11.) 
 
 

CelibacyWe believe that the Bible grants only two options for human 

sexual behavior: (1) the conjugal "one flesh" marital union of one man and 

one woman, and (2) celibacy. Either is a gift from God, given as He wills for 

His glory and the good of those who receive and rejoice in His gift to them. 

Therefore, celibacy and faithful singleness is to be celebrated and affirmed. 

(See Matthew 19:12; 1 Corinthians 7:1, 27, 32-35; 1 Thessalonians 4:3-7, 1 

Corinthians 7:8, 35.) 
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OS I PROSPERITYTHEOLOGY 
5:11 PREAMBLE 
• We believe that all matters of faith and conduct must be evaluated on the 

basis of the Holy Bible {the "Bible" and the "Scriptures"), which is our 

infallible guide. Because we believe in the whole counsel of God as 

expressed throughout the Bible, our ministry cautions against taking any 

one verse out of the context of the whole Bible. Therefore, biblical principles 

expressed in the Scriptures should be confirmed with other Scriptures to 

ensure an accurate understanding. {See 2 Timothy 2:15.} 

• We do not support any concept of "Prosperity Theology." Prosperity 

Theology teaches that: {1} every Christian should always be happy, healthy, 

and wealthy-never in a state of need and {2} that a lack in these areas is 

due to lack of faith, failure to "sow financially," outright sin, "negative 

confession" {e.g., stating, "I am sick"}, or lack of "positive confession" {e.g., 

not stating "I am healthy"}. Our ministry does not believe that God's blessing 

and favor or a person's spiritual status can be determined or measured by 

material wealth, affluence, success, and/or physical health or comfort. {See 

Proverbs 30:8.} 

• We affirm that the Almighty, all-powerful God of the Bible can and will 

perform any miracle of His choosing-including physical healing-at any 

time and in any way. However, prosperity theology directly contradicts 

God's actions in the lives of both godly believers who lived in biblical 

times as well as followers of Jesus Christ in today's world. Scripture 

repeatedly describes how God uses difficulties, physical challenges, 

financial dilemmas, and other life challenges to accomplish His will in 

the lives of His followers. For example, Job-whom God called 

"blameless" {Job 1:8}-experienced the loss of his children, livestock, 

livelihood, and even his own health. {See Job 2:9-10.} 
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• We also hold that God's blessing on behalf of His followers is not 

determined by the "amount" of their faith, but rather by the object of their 

faith, Jesus Christ, and His will. We fully refute the belief that people may 

simply "name and claim" what they desire regarding physical healing, 

possessions, or people and then expect to receive from God what they have 

already claimed from Him. For example, the Bible 

presents physical affliction-the normal "wasting away" of the human body here on 

earth-as natural yet temporal, for that all changes in eternity. {See 2 Corinthians 

4:16-18.) 
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5:2 I RELIGIOUS BELIEFS BASED ON BIBLICAL 
POSITIONS 
• AFFLICTION 

Prosperity Theology. It is never God's will for Christians to be afflicted. 

Biblical Truth: God uses affliction for our greater good. (See Psalm 
119:67, 71, 75.) 

 
• ANSWERED PRAYER 

Prosperity Theology. It is God's will for Christians to "name and 
claim" whatever they desire from Him and, if they have enough faith, 
they are guaranteed to receive it. 

Biblical Truth: God can deny the prayer requests of godly people- people 
not lacking in faith-if those requests are not "according to God's will." (See 
1 John 5:14-15; Luke 22:42; 2 Corinthians 12:7-9.) 

 
• SUFFERING/PERSECUTION 

 
Prosperity Theology. It is never God's will for Christians to suffer. 

Biblical Truth: God "calls" Christians to suffer and endure 
persecution. (See 1 Peter 2:19-21; Romans 5:3-5; 2 Timothy 3:12.) 

 
• TRIALS/TROUBLES 

 
Prosperity Theology. It is never God's will for Christians to experience trials 
or troubles. 

Biblical Truth: God uses trials and troubles to develop Christlike character in 
Christians. (See James 1:2-4; 1 Peter 1:6-7; 2 Corinthians 
1:3-4.) 

 
• WEALTH 

 
Prosperity Theology. It is God's will that Christians be rich. 

Biblical Truth: God prioritizes the pursuit of contentment over the pursuit of 
riches. (See Proverbs 30:8; 1 Timothy 6:6-10; Philippians 4:11 
-13.) 

 
• POSITIVE CONFESSIONS 

 
Prosperity Theology. It is God's will for Christians to make "positive 
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confessions" with the absolute faith that speaking positive words will 
release the power for desires to come true. With enough faith, 
whatever is spoken will be received or will come to pass. Example: "I 
will receive the promotion ... the  new  car ... the  healing-in the name 
of Jesus." 

Biblical Truth: Our faith must be in the person of Christ alone-not 
faith in our faith-so that our words reflect His heart's desire, not our 
own desires. (See Philippians 2:25, 27; Matthew 6:33 NLT; John 11:4.) 

 
• NEGATIVE CONFESSIONS 

 
Prosperity Theology. Christians must never make "negative 
confessions" -never speak negative words or think negative thoughts 
because any negative words  produce  negative  consequences. 
Example: If you say, "I feel sick I feel troubled" you have caused your 
negative thoughts and words to become your reality. 

Biblical Truth: God recorded in His Word many of the  negative thoughts, 
feelings, and experiences of godly men, prophets, kings, apostles, and even Jesus 
Himself. (See Job 10:1, 18-19; 2 Corinthians 12:9-10; John 12:27, 16:33.) 
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06 I APPLICATION & AUTHORITY 

SANCTITY OF LIFE APPLICATION 
All of the members of the Board of Directors, employees,  and volunteers 
must affirm and adhere to this Statement of Faith on the Sanctity of Life to 
qualify for active involvement with THE SAC ORPHANS MINISTRY. This 
adherence is necessary to accomplish our religious mission, goals, and 
purpose. Therefore, any contrary behavior or counter-witnessing will 
hurt our integrity and harm our religious mission. We believe that God's 
grace can wipe clean the slate of guilt and sin, even though the 
consequences may still be incurred. (See Galatians 6:7.) 

 
MARRIAGE & HUMAN SEXUALITY APPLICATION 
All of the members of the Board of Directors, employees, and volunteers 
must affirm and adhere to our Statements of Faith to qualify for active 
involvement with our ministry. This is necessary to accomplish our religious 
purpose: our mission and our vision. Therefore, any contrary behavior or 
counter-witnessing will hurt our integrity and harm our mission. However, 
we believe that God's grace can wipe the slate of guilt clean, even though 
consequences may still be incurred. (See Galatians 6:7.) 

 

PROSPERITY THEOLOGY APPLICATION 
Our members of the Board of Directors, employees, and volunteers must 
affirm that they do not believe in, promote, or teach prosperity theology, 
and will not propagate such a view in any manner. Whatever trials or 
hardships arise, the Bible states "we are more than conquerors "through 
Christ, when we receive Him as our Lord and Savior and give Him control 
of our lives. (See Romans 8:35, 37.) 

 

COUNTER-WITNESSING CLAUSE 
"We, The SAC Orphans Ministry, affirm that we are a ministry of the 
Christian church, and as such strive to present our doctrine in its fullness. We 
further affirm that we hold, believe and practice all that the Christian 
church teaches, believes and proclaims to be true, as set forth in our 
Statement of Faith, whether from the natural moral law or revelation from 
God through Scripture and traditional teachings of the Christian church. 
When employees/volunteers/Board Members of The SAC Orphans Ministry 
endorse views contrary to these teachings, such counter-witnessing 
creates a toxic confusion about our fundamental values among both 
employees and society at large. The SAC Orphans Ministry requires all 
employees/volunteers/Board Members to conduct themselves in a manner 
that is compatible with the Statements of Faith and Mission of The SAC 
Orphans Ministry. We, The SAC Orphans Ministry, acknowledge that some of 
our administrators, staff, volunteers, employees and Board Members may 
struggle to achieve fidelity to some of 
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our teachings, but we are alt nevertheless called and required to stand as 
effective and visible professional participants and proponents of The SAC 
Orphans Ministry. As effective professionals in our ministry setting, alt 
employees/ volunteers/Board Members are required and expected to avoid 
fostering confusion among the faithful and any dilution of our Christian 
Mission and Statements of Faith. Therefore, administrators, staff, employees, 
volunteers and Board Members are expected to arrange and conduct their 
lives so as not to visibly contradict, undermine, or deny these truths. To that 
end, further, we all must refrain from public support of any cause or issue that 
is explicitly or implicitly contrary to that which The SAC Orphans Ministry 
holds to be true, as set forth in our Statement of Faith.  

 

Those employees/volunteers/ Board Members who consider themselves to 
be Christians but who are not in a state of full assent to the beliefs of The 
SAC Orphans Ministry, moreover, must refrain from participation in activities 
that support or advocate issues or causes contrary to the beliefs of The 
SAC Orphans Ministry. 

 
We, The SAC Orphans Ministry, acknowledge that alt administrators, staff, 
employees, volunteers and Board Members who engage in this ministry have 
a higher calling, according to which they must not only avoid public 
contradiction of their status as professional agents in the Mission of The SAC 
Orphans Ministry, but are also called to conform their hearts, minds and 
consciences, as well as their public and private behavior, ever more closely 
to the truths taught by The SAC Orphans Ministry. Recognizing as we do that 
no person can give perfect witness to these truths, The SAC Orphans 
Ministry professionals are nevertheless called to strive for assent and 
fidelity." 



 31 

 
AUTHORITY 
The Bible is the inspired, infallible Word of God, acting as the source of authority over 
every area of our lives-including morality, Christian beliefs, conduct, and lifestyle. The 
Designated Authority-a  group of three (3): Board Chair, President, and Chair of the 
Nominating and Governance Committee-is charged with the ministerial responsibility 
of biblical interpretation and establishing religious policy. The Designated Authority 
will determine life application of the Bible as well as final matters relating to 
organizational theology, Christian practice, philosophy, faith, morality, divine truth, 
and doctrinal resolutions. {See Psalm 19:8-11; 119:89; Isaiah 40:8; 2 Timothy 3:16-17; 
James 1:22; Hebrews 4:12.) 
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	His virgin birth. He is, therefore, perfect deity and perfect humanity, which are fully united and exhibited in one person. (See Matthew 1:18; Luke 2:11; John 1:1-3, 14; 4:42; John 1:18.}
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	lives. {See Psalm 32:3-5; 1 John 1:8-9.)
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	•  We believe in the second coming of Christ, the rapture of believers both the living and the dead-and the establishment of a new order  within a new heaven and new earth. (See Isaiah 65:17; Acts 1:11; 1 Thessalonians 4:17; Revelation 21:1-4.)
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	• We believe that all matters of faith and conduct must be evaluated on the basis of the Holy Bible {the "Bible" and the "Scriptures"), which is our infallible guide. Since the Bible speaks directly to creation and human life, it is imperative that we...
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	Human life begins at conception.
	Human life begins at conception.
	Human life before conception is designed by God for a specific purpose.
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	Human life is created in the image of God.
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	Human life is precious and deserves to be saved.
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	Human life must be protected and defended from conception to natural death.
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	Human life must be publicly and peacefully proclaimed as sacred.
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	• Those who make up the Christian church, including and led by Christian ministers and ministries, should be public witnesses regarding the intrinsic and irrevocable dignity of all human life, from conception to natural death. (See Deuteronomy 30:19.)
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	Our obedience to the Word of God leaves us with no option regarding how we perceive the unborn child. He is a person, providentially given and cared for by God, with uninterrupted continuity into post-natal life. There are many explicit and implicit ...
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	2270-Human life must be respected and protected absolutely from the moment of conception. From the first moment of his existence, a human being must be recognized as having the rights of a person-among which is the inviolable right of every innocent b...
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	out in a manner worthy of themselves. Life must be protected with the utmost care from the moment of conception: abortion and infanticide are abominable crimes."
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	• We believe that all matters of faith and conduct  must  be  evaluated  on  the basis of the Holy Bible {the "Bible" and the "Scriptures"), which is our infallible guide. Since the Bible does speak  to  the  nature  of  human beings and their sexuali...
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	• We believe that all matters of faith and conduct must be evaluated on the basis of the Holy Bible {the "Bible" and the "Scriptures"), which is our infallible guide. Because we believe in the whole counsel of God as expressed throughout the Bible, ou...
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	•  We also hold that God's blessing on behalf of His followers is not determined by the "amount" of their faith, but rather by the object of their faith, Jesus Christ, and His will. We fully refute the belief that people may simply "name and claim" wh...
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